Road-Rail transport
financial interest in the railways. It is no doubt true that
the railways are of the greatest importance to India, which
is a land of long distances. The sphere of economic
operation of a road service is about fifty miles; in any case,
it cannot exceed a hundred miles, though there are a few
instances wherein six hundred miles are not unknown.
Nevertheless, for inter-provincial transport, the railways
alone are our sole agent and, as such, it should justly be
in the interest of the State to look to their financial
stability. What is attempted to be stressed here is that,
if there be traffic offering, there is every need for allowing
more vehicles to operate for the very reason that the
railways are not being deprived of their erstwhile traffic,
but that there has been a new accretion of it.
Next to service, safety has to .be adequately safe-guarded.
The highways are the common property of every citizen
and every one is entitled to the privilege of using them.
The grant of a privilege involves the duty of exercising
control over its use. If left unchecked, the buses and
other vehicles would go racing along the highways seriously
incommoding the public and constituting a grave menace
to public safety. Safety can only be ensured by restrictions
as to speed, weight and use, equipment of brakes, horns
and other signalling devices, and by making it incumbent
on the Provincial Governments to erect traffic signs at
important public places. Non-observance of these funda-
mental " Safety first " rules should be penalised. But,
probably the most important check is that of compulsory
insurance of motor vehicles against third-party risks.
Another important function of the regulating authority
would be to restrict the banalities of competition. It fe
%ere that the question, of rival transport agents has to
be considered. In granting licences, priority of operation
and application have to be considered. Unnecessary services
should be scrupulously eliminated, and in granting,